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Water Use 
Water resources are scarce in this desert environment, yet vital to all 
forms of life. The following regulations for human use of water help to 
protect the water sources for all: 
 

 Immersion/wading/soaking is permitted only at designated 
locations. 

 The use of soap/detergents is prohibited in springs, natural 
pools, or flowing waterways. 

 Rinsing dishes or other equipment directly into natural water 
sources is prohibited. 

 Only biodegradable soaps may be used, and they must be used 
at least 100 feet away from water sources. 

 All campsites, unless designated by the TPWD, must be at least 
300 feet away from water sources (including seeps, potholes, 
springs, and streams). 

 Saddle and pack stock must be staked at least 300 feet from 
water sources. 

 Saddle and pack stock are not permitted to enter springs and 
seeps. Water must be brought to them. 

 A water source may not be emptied or depleted for human use. 
 All water sources, on BBRSP whether natural or man-made 

should be considered non-potable. 
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Backcountry Campsite Selection Criteria 
 
 Independent campsites may be no closer than ¼ mile to any other 

existing campsite 
 300 feet from live water sources, including seeps, potholes, 

springs, and streams 
 300 feet away from all prehistoric or historic cultural sites, 

including alcoves, pictographs & petroglyphs, identifiable surface 
scatters of lithics or ceramics, partial or complete structures or 
ruins 

 At least ¾ miles from trailheads or roads 
 Within the zone for which the permit was issued 
 Selected on previously disturbed areas, surfaces without 

microbiotic soil crusts, and in visually non-prominent locations 
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Park Information 
 Big Bend Ranch State Park 

 HCR 67, Box 33  
 Marfa, TX  79843  
 (432) 358-4444 
 After Hours Emergency  

(432) 229-4913 
 
 Barton Warnock Visitor Center 

 Lajitas, TX  79852   
 (432) 424.3327  

 
 Fort Leaton State Historic Site  

 Presidio, TX  79845 
 (432) 229-3613  

 
www.tpwd.state.tx.us  

Mobile Phones 
Cell phone coverage is random and 
unreliable throughout the park.   
DO NOT depend on your cell phone to 
call for help in emergency situations.                    Point s of Int erest                  
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